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The Importance of the Word


I want to minister to you on the importance of the Word of God.  Matthew 22:29 says “Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God.” How important it is to know the Word?  People say I just don’t know the scriptures like so and so, but there is a reason you don’t know the scriptures like them. The Word of God was sent to you and me to grow.  Jesus said in John 8:32 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  We know by John 14:6 that Jesus is the truth, and we know that the Word of God is the truth, but it is only the Word that we know and act on that will see us free.  We could not have ever been saved unless first we heard the Word about Jesus and then acted on it.  

1 Peter 1:22 tells us that we can receive the engrafted Word which is able to save our souls.  There is a receiving of the Word that has to be done.  We know that man is made up of three parts, spirit, soul and body (1 Thess. 5:23).  The Word of God can actually change all three parts of man.  Matthew 8:8 says that by the spoken word, a man can receive healing.  We see this same truth in Psalm 107:20 “He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction.”  By the Word there is healing and wholeness for our natural body.  
Brother Hagin tells the story of ministering in a healing line with a lot of people.  He said the anointing was on him and he was ministering out of the anointing, but he realized the anointing was lifting even though there were many people still left in line that he had not gotten to yet.  The anointing that rests on a minister doesn’t always last as long as the line of people, but Bro. Hagin would begin to speak the Word to the people, giving them the scriptures like 1Peter 2:24 , letting the Word of God heal them, even when His anointing was not present.  
The Word is always living and active!  The Word of God endures forever and is forever settled in the heavens.  The power of the Word is so great that the devil will work to either keep you from Word or keep the Word from you.  Man cannot live apart from the Word.  I know the Bible says the just man shall live by faith, but there is no faith apart from the Scriptures.  It doesn’t matter whether the Word   comes to you by a minister, prophet, priest, preacher, or evangelist, as long as you receive the Word of God with meekness then faith comes.  
By the Word we also, know we can renew our mind and be transformed according to Romans 12:2.  The psalmist David said the Word of God brings understanding or wisdom to the simple (Psalm 19:7).  That means you may be simple minded but, through the Word and the Holy Ghost you’ll be made smart.  Now I’ve heard ministers says, God’s thoughts are higher than your thoughts and God’s ways are higher than our ways.  While that is true, if that’s the only statement you ever heard made about God’s thoughts it’s misleading.  It doesn’t do me any good to know that God’s thoughts are higher than my thoughts, unless there is a way I can come to know His thoughts.  If I can come to know the thoughts of God, then my ways can become higher like His ways.  The Word of God, translated “logos” in the Greek actually means the thoughts of God.  No longer do we have to wonder what God is thinking, with the Word of God, it is written out, made plain for us to know.  

Going back to the scripture we began with in Matthew 22:29, the New Living Translation reads, “Your problem is that you don’t know the scriptures and you don’t know the power of God.”   You may not understand everything in the scripture but if you can get a hold to 1 John 5:4 you’ll realize God has made you to be an overcomer, and there shouldn’t be another day of depression in your life.  If you can get a hold to 1 John 4:4 you’ll realize God has given you the Greater One on the inside!  If you can get a hold to Mark 16, there’s not anything that we can’t do that Jesus did.  Didn’t Jesus tell us in Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  How do we come to Jesus today unless we are coming to the Word?  If we are facing burnout today, it is because we have not spent time meditating and studying the words of God that are life making and life changing words.  
In John 6:63 Jesus said “the Words I speak to you are spirit and they are life”.  That means if I need a change in my life I need to go to a changer.  I need to get to the Word and let it change me and give me life.  I have to look at myself through the Word of God and let it determine where changes need to be made.  I don’t need to make changes for a man or woman, but I need to line up with the Word of God. Our faith level can only be measured by our meditation level, and commitment to God.  
I was reading a John Maxwell book and found what he said to be true that you can measure a person’s commitment by examining where they spend their money and what they spend the majority of their week doing.  I don’t know about you but I spend hours a week eating, just eating.  I bet I spend more hours a week eating than most people do attending church and meditating on the Word.  We say our commitment is to God, but we spend more time working or going to school than meditating on the scriptures.  It’s when we get away from the life giving flow of the scriptures that we face burnout, that we lose our zeal, feel weak and hindered.  It’s the joy of the Lord that’s our strength.  It’s the scriptures that tell us when we are weak say we are strong.  
If we don’t know the scriptures then we literally don’t know the power of God which can change our situation, but, if we do meditate on the scriptures however, we can say like the Apostle John did in 1 John 5:14 “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 

One final thing to note in the scriptures about how important the Word is, can be found in Revelation 2:2-5, “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil…Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place-unless you repent.”  Many times as believers, when we get saved, we fall in love with God through the Word of God, but as we grow and “mature” we spend less and less time in the word.  We’ll go a week and then ask around, “have you seen my Bible?”  Our first love should always be Jesus, found through the scriptures.  
So, if you’ve fallen from that place, do like the scripture said, repent and then get back to your first works.  Get back to waking up early and spending time in the Word.  Get back to meditating on the scriptures while you are at school or work.  Let God “guide, transmit and declare” things to you through the voice of the Holy Ghost in agreement with the scriptures.  Know the truth, and let the truth that you know and experience, set you free!
The Word of God is working mightily in my life.

I hear the Word, believe the Word, and speak the Word, which produces faith.

I am led into all truth through the Word of God.
