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THREE KINDS OF GIVING
Tithe

Malachi 3:8-10

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 
Tithe: Is the first 10% of your income

Tithe [Noah Webster 1828 Dictionary]: 

a.) The tenth part of anything

b.) The tenth part of the increase annually arising from the profits of land and stock, allotted to the clergy for their support.

Malachi 3:10 –“Bring ye all the tithe into the storehouse…” The tithe goes to the storehouse. Why?  I’m glad you asked, “That there may be meat in mine house…”  The storehouse is the local church, which is God’s house.

Offering
Malachi 3:8-10

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. {pour...: Heb. empty out}

God said we have robbed him in tithes and offerings.

Offering [Noah Webster 1828 Dictionary]

a.) That which is presented in divine service 
b.) A sacrifice

Alms Giving
Almsgiving: Giving to the poor.

Poor means lack

Jesus said in Matthew 11:5 “The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”   

Jesus is talking about signs and wonders in this scripture.  He gives the problem first, and then the solution.  He says the blind receive their sight, the lame will walk, the dead shall be raised, and then he throws into the same verse the poor.  The answer Jesus gives for those who are poor is that they need the Gospel preached to them.  If a man with leprosy gets cleansed then he’s not a leper anyone.  If a man who is poor has the Gospel preached to him and he’s a doer of the Word, he won’t be poor anymore. 
You can see the same point made in Luke 4:18 when Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised…”

Jesus says captives need to be delivered, the blind need to receive sight, but what does Jesus say the poor need?  He says they need the gospel preached to them.  They need some “good news” so they won’t have to be “po’ no mo’.” 

Acts 3:1 
1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

In Acts 3:1 Peter and John went up together to the temple and a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was there who had been carried, to the gate, to ask alms (the word ask there means to beg) from those who entered the temple.  Notice in verse 4 Peter fixed his eyes on him, with John beside him, and said, “Look at us.”  In Verse 6 Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  Peter knew that money would not solve the man’s problem, but if he got healed he could go to work.  I heard somebody say it like this, Peter should have said, “Rise up, walk and work.”

Peter and John could have given that man some money, and he still would have been crippled.  The Bile says people of the city laid the lame man daily at the gate, but after that day, he never laid another day.  Verse 8 says he leapt up, stood and walked and entered the temple with Peter and John, walking, leaping and praising God.  Peter and John preached the Gospel to the man.

We were created to work!
Proverbs 10:4 “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.”
Genesis 2:2 says on the seventh day God ended His work- which he had done.

Genesis 1:26 says we are created in God’s image, according to His likeness.

2 Thessalonians 3:10 says if anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.

God always calls someone that is busy.  Think about Elisha, he was out in the field with 12 oxen working…
Genesis 2:15 

“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. {the man: or, Adam}

God gave Adam a garden to tend, before He gave him Eve. 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.

Acts 4:34-35

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

The money was brought to the apostles’ feet and they distributed to each as anyone had need.  Notice that they brought the proceeds and laid them at the apostles’ feet, they did not distribute the money themselves.
